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NORTHERY MINE RESTARCH SOCIETY

Newslether February 1977

Anmual Ceneral Meeting

This was again held in the Seout Fut at Siiplon, 29 members being in attendaace.
The minutes for the 1776 A.G.M. and the last two Working Comittee mectings vere
read and accepted. The refiring officers then gave their reports - copies of which
are as follows:-

Treagurer. Jennifer wishes to thark a1l those members who sent her wishes for a
speedy recovery. The rest of her report is contained in the attached balance sheeb.
One point of note from this is that ihe embarrassine profit made on the Dinner was
“entirely unforeseen untll about 3 days after the cvert, the reason being that
Harefield Hall gave us a reduchicn because of mumbers.
The Committee wish to apologire to Jemnifer and to members for Meets cards not
beins sent out as soon as membership fees vere paid., In explanation, the appeal
£or meet venues and leaders was omitted from the Augzust newsletter and as this was
not corrected before November's newsletter this resulted in a 3 month delay. It
had been plamned to be superefficient and have them ready for lst Deccmber. Howevereesso.

Secretary. First of all I would like %0 take this cpportunity to thank members,
particularly cormittee members, for their help over the last year, as a fairly ncuw
member myself I could not have marnged without it.

Over the year I have replied to mony enquiries about the Society and I am
pleased to note that membership is on the increase. :

I don't think, or at least I hope, that not tco many errors have occurred
during the year, the main one I can bring o mind is conceraing meets for '77,
however by now all members should have received their membership card.

The working committee minutes book is now completed and after this meeting will

~" be put in the library with any others.

N

L. Finch,

‘\'z‘dg‘._tgr. This last year has been one of change for the Soeiety publications since
%e have, for variocus reasornz, been umable to nroduce the Memcirs and Monographs by
the old methods. This has been necessary since the amenat of trouble which would
be caused by printing the work at Skipton would be eonciderable. We have been very
fortunate in finding a company who are prerared to print and bind our publications
at a rate which is very favourable - indeed comparable - to previcus methods used.
Teethins troubles were the couse of ithe delny in producing British Mining ¥o 2, but
now the firm concerned (2nd myself) has had some experience in the production of
our work, rapid and well produced publicaticns can now be expected, I hopel

I am pleased to relate that the new title of our publications hos resulted in
a very good response to pleas for mterinl. It would scem that members were
reluctant to submit material on more distant areas but now we have mde it plain
+hat we will eonsider a1l fields of metal mining and ccal mining as well,
mnuseripts have been flowing in at a rate which, if continued, is rather
embarrasinz. However, this is as it should be and allouws us to prepare a prograrme

»well in advance to the ultimate benefit of our printer whose low costs are primarily

dictated by being able to have sufficient time te fit in the work amongst his
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other, more pressing demands. Morsover, this attitude of expansion gives us further
areas in which we can soll our materinl so that a eteudy inflow of neney is available
to finance future efforts.

Concerning finance, nur rublienkirns assount has beon rods cousiderably more
vieble duc mainly to tne kind donmntion: of L. Axthur Ruistrick, prineipally his
donation of royalties from his Velume IT of tihe Lead Inbuwtry of Wensleydale and
Swaledale. This money has enabled me to produce two prficications in 1976 and a
further two are plamned for ihe curreni year. CQur ovpanive astivibies will
hopefully generate its own vounnds ensbilng ilds tresd iu be contiaued, in spite of
rising paper and printing coutie

This year will see & furti=r chango n cir publisations o it 1as been decided
to change over to the larger A4 giza of Tormit. Thio i 2 eoot saring move to toke
full advantage of the prinhiv; plate irana. 7 wild Lo wery infereinted t0 hear any L
comments and eritisisms relating Lo ot i ohnd woin.

Mombers will be interssled Lo henr Lued chere in a Fonogrnph i vress ab bhe
moment dealing with the miws of Angizowsy an! Caorpar gom birs and writlen by Mr.
Foster-Smith. Further matcrial on hiw stect: dneluds wn ilmograph on the history of
the lead mines of Conlig and Whitesroy: An fecinern Treirud Ly Mro 4, Weoodrows aleo
a short dissertation on ti2 Llwenix aml Utiitlion il Ly au voxadall together
with material on mineral crplorwilon on Nartiasor, the © chirmey shaft dig,
Pates Knowes smelter at Winicoliesnd to svus i @ f=u moeuseripts in hand, all of
which adds up to a very interwoting whd wouliehile proge me.

Postage conbimies to Le a very expoisive iten dv ou Yadye:b andy, if the press is
to be believed, will probably continus Yo isreage in ihe news future. Comparison
with last yoars figures as apninst sav thooe of twe years azgo, bear this fact outb
21l too well. We have male a Tew moves bo xxluee the puotage cosis such as
indicating on our invoitos to gubserilbevs anl others i 1 We cannct eontinue to send:
out recoipts unless a starped self adlrassed enwvelope i forwicded with payment.
Morecver, in the future mesbers' newn’riuet: will be Zne baded with any irminent
publications sc that by scadirg the tus uwioe the sara e wer. we toke advantaze of
postal charges ineurved cr. Lbw larges waicose whieh drroonengdy fatl just above the
next lower weisht range. Morlers wili perhos bear vitlh us 10 nevwcletlers are Inbel
than expected for this reuson. -

r TR )

It is intended that whsre a ¥onorrph do o with o oyeeific area = Cornwall for
exomple - gratis review coples will e cerni Lo thoge souichbius opezrating within thai
area. The cost of a coupls of copies ho our Soelely in iiich zases is felt justifi 7
as is exemplified by a review copy seni. to IUMHS on 1le Fay Mine. This it would .
seem, has produced, if nol great extra salec. much Iiler ot In Joiuing our Soclety.
Like all publicity, the resporse to such thics is cowyy dififfeuls to judge but
from the above it would geem jvetificd to eomvimue with 1his polizcr.

Iast but not least, I should like to ofter my siccer. Lhnrks to various
committee members who have given me evecy help and ercowragencnt with my first year
ag editor. Particularly, I wndd 1ile 6o reesrd my than!s 4o Bob Uuthrie for his
after sales operations and airo to My Howion and hic wila Sue Tor always
answering the telephone kinlly when I lowa fwmd it nocurvary bo Lawe tholr guidance
and more particularly their Livwdness o wling from ve 1he very time consuming task
of dispatching publications. Unless ci bos uver had to do this latfer job it is not
appreciated just how much work is Inwvelend I gl xui steeoing 200 or g0
envelopes.

On 2 final note I woull msabicn m Jhanis to 2ll ihere meobers who have taken
the time and trouble in prepacing manvscripes for our pu Licwidons, withoubt whon
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those pudblications would not bawve been possible.
R.H. Bird.

P.R2.0. The PRO's total expenses claimed for 1976 are £27.89. Out of this amount
£21.47 was spent on postage for the March, mey and August Mewsletiers = the November
Newsletter postage coming from the Publicatlions Account ( the BY3 and the Neuwslctter
being posted together).

The minimm true cost of the 4 Newsletters sent out this year should have “eca
ap follows:i-

Marech £13.38
May £14.68
Aupast 214,52
~ November  £17422
Tatal £59, 50

Ae stated this is the mimimm cosl because the maper was bought 2 yeals 240 aud
no adjustment has been made for inflation, Mozt oili~ items such as envelopes,
“~stencils cte., have been donstedil by varion: firze - to whom we wxbtend oue thanks.

The only real cost has been the postage.

T would like to thonk all who have helped to TuUn the PRO office, in parsicwiar
Mike Gill for duplicating the Newslottiers and Sue for acting as general dogsbody
oum unofficial assistant PRO. I would also like to therk 211 the contribulors of
articles and information for the newsletter - kecp them coming - the more we gpob
the better the newsletter.

Une plea for help, if you could undertake to Aistribute Hewsletbor/Pubiicaiions
ete., to at least one other momboer 4his can sometimes save us £'s in postage. Also
if you've any critisism or somments or even praise, let us know and we will do our
best to rectify the same. 7,

H. Boughton,

Librarian. Over the last few months the library ha: beca ropmlerly used by TRM)ETS
and new members are showing an interest in it. Wa bave an arcrangement with FOMHS
~ %0 exchange publications aud I am comtinuing to receive the Plymouih Mincral and
Mining Club journmals from Russell Bayles. I also have promised fuxther jourrals in
the series 'The science and art of Mining! from the 18390's.
—  The two old books by Harold Bruff, 'Character sketches of old lead miners! and
1311 an' Tleade uns upuv Greenho! hive been rebound and cre in the libry,
although not available for general lo:n due to their age and value.
AP, Finche

Regorder. Little use of Rucords. Mr. D, Dick has deposited copies of pecounbs of
tho Clayter Mines, Swaledale from the Hereferd Reeords Office. T, Medeil has
deposited survey notes cof ihe Heat Stomesdale Engine Suall. Chimmey Shats Report
forwarded to Nidd Estates and a note of thuuks received.

»r ="
M.Ce GLIL>

Mike Gill was presented with the President's Plague, ia ackaowledgouent of
which he submitted his reporti-—

.G/6 started with a near complete change of Officers from '75, Howover,
besring in mind the remarks on comrunications at the 176 ACM, we sot to work and
with a few teething troubles have had a most succeszful year.
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1476 has secn.a Iandmarvk in Soeioly nublicaticrs, the newiy ori;inated Brigict
- Mining Series printed with a resulviny increase in standards.

Soeicty membership has and scems likely to eontinuec groving at a pace with
resulting pressures on our voluntary officers. UWhich leaves me 1o thank all
officers for their dedicaticn and hard work and ask for their contimued support
for Ken in 1977.

I"I.C. Gillo
Elgetion_of wfficers.

President Mr.K, Walls, 33 Gledhow fivenue, Roundhay, lecds LS8 11D,
Tel Lecds 666208,
Vice President Mrs.J. Guthrie, 186 Staticn Road, Billingham, TS23 21T,

Tel Miboro 554437,
Junior Viec President Mr.J.H.-Mcleil, 12 Weodville Road, Brierfield, Nelson,lancs.

BBY 5. Tel 0282 63297.
Treasurer Mrs.J. Griffin, 19 Westfield Terracc, Baildon, Shiplay.
BD17 5EY
Secretary Mrs. L Finch, 10 Excter Crescent, Killinghall, Harrozate.
Editor Mr.R.H. Bird, 41 Windsor Walk, South inston, Shefficlid,
ek $31 TEL. Tel 090 978 3229 o
PRO Mr.H, Houghton, 29 Parkside Read, Meanwood, Leeds 186 41Y.
' Tel Leeds 758505.
Librarian Mr.A.P. Finch, 10 Exeter Crescent, Killinghall, Harrosata.
Reccrder Mr. M.C. Gill, 38 Main Street, Suttcon, Keighley. BD20 VHu»

hny Lther Bugdness.

Report from Northern Recorder - Scraithole Mine. After years of endecavour over
rany weekends the main Horsc Level has boen pushed beyond the Dod Level, Some more
imteresting flats and workings have been yevealed. It is now possible for
wrieelers and energetic climbers to enter the portal in Northurberiand and explors
the Gudhamrill cemplex in Cumberland.

Allenheads_(Begumont_Ming). Our good -elaticnship with British Steel Or(; -

— Y T —

F-—ision means that we are 5till being asked to help in the old workings.

£, .4%3977, three Northern members 1addered Collingwoods Sump in the hepe of

¢ s into Marks Tevel. Between 11t to 15' of heavy rubble bloeked the 4!
;T or shaft after a 41! descent. This was unfortunate as it was intended to

‘1““;"{ A suhmersible pump into the levels Clearing the 2ewt. blocks, timber and

f‘;.g & in such a narrow shaft creates safety problems. .
¢« %% p1ications. The following publications ave still awailable and can be obtali._
i Tas at tho address below:i-
ysl 2 No 2. at £0,70. Post free

Vol 2 Nn 2. ok £0.70, n
Yol = Wu 4. ok €700 n
A Tubh. Nol7 Mee m ~ - Fiigntahir- ~f <3 0. Dot Froe

L fish Mining No 2. at £1.40 Post e
n No 3., at £1.35 "
B G RODRE of Vol 1 The Mines. The Lead Indusiry of Swaledale and Wenaleyiale tr
Actkar Raistrick are still available at £9.45 postage extra,
R.G. Guthrie, 18k Station foad, Billingham. TS23 2RT.

R 7 Py ST P g " g & . , % o ,
loxti=gma Thes bu ap gnorvase du the fee to hire the Dump, the Sc~loty is lookins .
~~~~~ + AR S g i . ot

W PI Jm.LDQfJ, any «hayle Wlll }Je rs‘:;w,; e ("i.’-z a faluto ot el o
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS.
Working Committee Meetings. Thesc are held on the lst Friday of the month at the

following addresses, starting at 5-30pm.

March 4 - Barry Houghton, 29 Parkside Ticad, Meanwood, Lecdsh.
hpril 1 - Mike Gill, 38 Main Strcet, Datton, lelghley.
My 6 - Ken Walls, 33 Glechow Avenue, Rouncihay, Lecds S.
June ? - to be decided in view of c¢lich with Spring rank Holidny. Details later.
July -1 - Adrian & Linda Finch, 10 Exeter Crescent, Kill inghall, Harrogate.
fug 5 - Jomnifer Griffin, .9 Westfield Terruce, Baildon, Shipleye
Sept ? = Details 3ater in view of General Meeting tc be held on Sunday 4th Sert.
Oct ‘7 — Harry Houghton, 29 Parkside Road, lMeamwocd, Leeds 6.
“Nov 4 - Mike Gill, 38 Miin Street, futton, Keighle/.
Dec 2 - Xen Walls, 33 Glecnew Avenuc, Rouwdhay, Lewds 8.
Jan 6 - Adrion & Linda ¥inch, 10 Ex mer Cr-scent, Vililnphall, H=rrogate.
Teb 3 - Jennifor Griffin, 19 Westfiald Tersvice, Buridon, Shipiey.
~—
h Memhers are reminded thni they arc cneontuged to eone to those commitlce
mectings, attendance not beiayr rwstri sted to OLficeca.

Pikedaw Mine, Malhame 20ih Mareh, 1977, Moz Leader fiay Ualls,
Please moet at Malham Car Park ab 10-3Ccm HOT =t the Minc. This will help to
avoid any trouble with the lundowner.

Meets for 1978. Would members wishinc Lo arreoase Mects Oor 1975 pluase contact

mur Secretary Linda Finch it IZxeter Lio.cert, ¥illinghall, Hirrogile as soon as posSe
For 8ale Car Stickers and metal lapel badfes are stil1l avwailable, The more
inflntion rises the greater a bargain bhey bocome - st veuri now ol beat the rush.
TPrices - Car Stickers 40p ~cilected, "Mn parhed. PBaldges 35p collecied, 45p posted.

Obtainable from Linda Finch, 10 Exetar Orescont, K.llinpglal:, Haiw rutes

.

Further to iccident at When | Agar (Uritish Miniag Yo 3)
1 3 d s T Totee sy 15 L o, .
g rThe men w:'cre :Lnsurei n'u%er thc? ".Jplc}’.?"f., L-.'. » I.J‘L_, Ix:;r.umme Company Poliey,
Mnd £50 was paid to each m:wu's depeviznt. Yhe Weaic.on Morndny Neus {gueted By the
dning Journal) sugzested tunt a £iel misht be sel woj the accident caused z
immense sensation, nothin; like it lmiing ocenrred in Cormwall for years. At the
end of Scptember one of the agents, Laptain talph Daniel, was fined £2 with 205,
costs, a court having found that the accident had beon cansed by his negligence in
using a substitute capstan rope for ibe eag ropeg ond for buving uo i jontor.
A.ycar later, with over £500 in the {""z;cls rlub Aecount,, two widows of the men
killed in the disaster were sranbed Llic. per week o sis years., [n one cuse this
was supplemented by Lady Pobartes al fthe rube of 1Cs. per month. (Lady Robartes
was the wife of the mine's mineral lord). .
Juatin Diooke.

1819 Mine Eneine Found - Eitract from the Gruirdian 3.3.70
- The discovery of a 157 year old witer-peussure ¢iuriuc 4000t dowep in an cld
) s . - 2 e . W' Uy 3 L O N
vI‘nt‘-A)Whlr(} lendmine has becn claimed ns one of the greatest indusirial firds ~f
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this eentury. The enzine was traced by 2 members of the Staffordshire Mining CL..
exploring the area of Winster near Motlock. Now talks are taiding nlace between

the Peak District Mines Historienl Society and the Seience Muscum to see if it wl. L
he possible to bring the massive structure to the surfacec...."The engine appears ~.0
have been made in 1819 and was moved to its present loeation about 1840"... It WL X3
rather like a steam ongine execept that 1t uses 2 column of wnker brought dowm a
falling main; in this case, a passage about 40ft sbove it.

News from Wanlockhead. Bill Harvey.

The Museum Trust have had a very sucuessful Swumer season. The Museun Cottars
(sec report in August /L) ettractediseveral thousand visitors, and 2 great deal of
work has been got through towards the gstablishment of an Open Air Museum.

The uso of labeour financed by the Goveraments Job Creation Scheme not only
enabled the clearing of the site of the Pates Hnoves Smelter to be completed, - 2,
hos allowed a big programme of conservation on this and other sites to be pu® I
hand., Experience at.the Bay Mine demonstyated how the excavation of one ruin
1oad to the ereation of another as weather takes its tole of 0ld mortar. Work -l
Pates. Knowes was then accompanicd by the ve-laying and pointing of old stonewori- -
Such work would almost have been beyond reach withoub the usc of the J.C.S. labk~r,

Om the whole, the quality of the men supplicd through the loeal Iabour Eviel.ige

Lt

'

. . has been very good. There had 1o be scrme veadine out at first, and we lost Lue

services of a good mason whezn he had a beush with the law, but all have taken to
rathor womsual tasks. We wse particulariy fortuncte in finding o very good charae
hand, Georze MaMurdo, and the continuing success of the enterprise has been
larpelydus to him.

Finds at Pates Knowes included a secticn of the 0ld wooden waterwheel, and

part of wwrought iron chain and bucket- ore elevator. The wheel is probably he
remsins of the 20f% wheel notcd by Smeaton when he visited Wanlockhead in 1780,
bub the clevator is a bit of a puzzle. It is known frem documentery evidence T
the smelt mill wes closed in 1843 and the hearths ete. moved to a new site down
the slen, but what evidence we have of cre clevators suggests they were not used
witil wmeh liter. This then seems ancthér example of eonflict between document: 'y
and archacolepisal evidence, and it my be that some wark at Pates Knowes in facd
eonbinued until Jate in the I%th cemtury.

Therc was no Summer School this year, but a party began an excavetion of the
horse pin eite by the Straibsteps Water Engine. This geemed to point to the piiar
bearins beins off the centre of the horse walk, and offered the only ocecentric __
h-rse gin in the countryl Howerer a re-appraisal found all in their proper ploces;
nod the present J.C.S. squad are now landseaping the site. _

Following news of the rather restricted activities to open an adit at Leadhills
{ose August T/L) it was decided to open the Loch Nell adit in Wanlockhead and =35
3% gveilabls to visitors to the Museum complex. The J .C.S. squad included a coupie
of unemmloyed miners, and they have timbered the adit portai. However, problems
with insurance meant they would not drive irtc the old mine, and this work has Lo
1cf% 4o the.Spring, Any assistance by N.M.R.S. members will be very welcome o

Current, work inelndes repairs and cansorvation at the Bay Mine site, and tk
ro-tuildine of the Whytes Cleuch wheelplit. Plans to lay out a walk non.".ec*lﬁ:..' .
variocus sites arc in hand, and we hope the Department of Architecture of Bdinc
. Univercity will %okec on the design A? the visitor centre for Pates nowazs as o
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student project.

¥.B.

A weeks activity-holiday at Wanlocihead is planned for the last veek in July
or the first week of August, 1977. This will use the Larkhall dcalemy Outdoor
Centre for accomodation, and it is hopud wives and ciildren will come along toc.
The eourses will be oriemted to practical work in Irndustiial Archacology,
Photography, Mineralogy, Textile crafts, etc., and {there will he pony trecking
and sight sceing. Plans are still being finilised, tut anyone interested should
got in touch with Gedfrey Downs-rose, 16 Burton Road, Ashiby~de-la=icuch,

——

“The following cutting from Mining Jownil, iuetime n November, has been received
from John Bunter at present residing in the sepublic of South Africas-
"y LK TUNGSTEN MINING?
tm lgamated Industrials (AX) has becn: srantel a one ,tar option o evaiuate the
“feasibility of reopening the Carruek 11 tuapsten mine in Cwibria, in northern
England. The opbion was given by Weeo Development, «f tie U.S., vhich has a 705
jntorost in the mine. Should the mire be Tanpened, £[ will guin = 50% interest,
leoaving Weco with 31.5%. The U.K.'s i bertson Rescr.rch Inbermaticosal is to
provide technical and managesent servizes £ AT

I'm also sure that he won't mind me quoting part of his accompunyling letiers:-
" I remember going on a mect at this mine not long after I had 3oinod the Society,
probably about 7 years ago. I think tho mino had bern a'suscd sii. s WWII then.
The next time I visited the mine a3 ducing some stwient Tleldwork in the area
ahout 4=5 years ago. At that time WEGO (Worldwide Energy Corp) had optioned the
property, built a mill and bugun extraction after 18 months of devaleprent and
construction. I gather thcy had only “een mi ning Lo~ 6 weeks wher 1hey prcked up
and lefs. I got underground’ courtesy £ RO .11, who e alse by with ficldwori
in the Carrock Fell area. They had o 2lause in the optiom eoibrac: that allowed
— them contimuous use of the r.:iwe for gindent surveying eznrcisada
The third time I went mnicrground ‘aere was duriig cume post—grad., fieldwork
3 years ago, when we spent 5 Jdays doi- : en undergrovnd sirveying and geological
~apping exercise. Seeing that the miy» and ill had jush been abo Wloned completely,
—c vere also able to tour thz mill aw: follow the pr wes: floe shefi. In fact all
the jigs, classificrs and sheking tahiss had Just b siat down oo mid operation
and were still full of ceruwthed crem.....

The following extract from the Daily Telegrnaf 27/:/70 hus just heon received:~
"YOUTH KILLED IN ROCK FaLL

4 rock fall trapped and killed a .7 yea. old yoich @4 a Cisused lead mine at
Motloek Bath, Derbyshire, iast night.

The youth, from Wolverhampton, was with a party collectiny rock sarples from
the area.

He wag more than 100 yards inside the mouth of the mine on the hillside abowe
the town whken the boulder fell. It i~ underztood he was tapping lhe shatt face
for samples.”

— (Should some of our merbers take uote?).
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Even further to..... Mine llames

Virtuous_Iady Mine: Mrs Oxenford tells me that the source of her informtior
that the mine was momed after Queen Elizabeth I was the late d.W. Toll, of Berc
Alston. However:

(a) The earliest rcference to the working of the mine is 1724, according =
A.K. Hamilton Jenkin: The Mines of Devon Part I, 1874, n. 47.

(b) James Crofts, a London shorebroker, ia the Mining Journal for 9.1.185%
P. 19 eoclumn 1 hottom, states that Queen finne was the momarch after whom the mii.
wag named. (She ruled from 1702 to 1714).

The steory about copper from the mine being used on Sir Francis Drakels shir
and on those of Sir John Hawkins con also be ealled into question. Haydn's
Dictionary of Dates, 1l4th edition (1873, p 179) stotes that copper mines were 7 -
discovered in BEngland in 1561 ( and I think thoy arc likely to have been the -
near Keswick in Cumberland, abeut which there was so ruch trouble), and that : . ~—
shcatixin;-: on vessels was first applied to the bottom of H.4H.S8. Alarm at Vool
in 1761,

Caraden: This mine could well have been mamed after Caractacus, but I thinr-—
Craddeck Moor has a better elnim, as noted by Spargo in The Mines of Cornwall .
Devon (1865 p. 143).

Wheal Kitty, St.ignes, is claimed to be named after the mtermal grandmoune:
of W.J. Richards (born 1888), in 1964 (Feb.) living in Croydon. The mine war
opened about 1834; Inke Stephens, father of Kitty, left St.igmes for Wales =ai~-
1850. I have never heard any other claim over the naming of this mine; bub, . .-
many other stories about mine names, I think this one is likely to be tradition®
rather than proved definitely.

Justin 3rocke.

4 wvisit to Betishanger Colliery. Bill Mallett

The phone rang and my son in law's voice said, "Do you want to visit a coal -
How I have heen trying for over two years to get into a eonl mine, so the answc:
was a big Yes.

The trip was arranged by Kent County Ambulance Department and the N.C.B. A4°
8-30am twonty of us presented ourselves at Bettshanger colliery (Kent). We wer
met by two training deputies who were to be our guides. —

First they told us a bit about the mine. The two shafts are 2,300 feet dee:
et at present coal is being got at 1,900 feet, but more about that later. The
‘zecent here and I beleive at a2ll cecal mines is safety. We were given instrueti-n
“n the use of & self rescuer - a device which absorbs Carbon Monoxide and conver -
it to Carbon Dicxide. It takes the form of 2 small respirantor conteined in a
steel case which fits on your belt and its duration is about one hour, Carbon
Monoxide is the deadly gas produced by an explosion or fire underground. Ever—
going underground mst carry one of these. We looked at posters which said, .
ride on conveyors", Keep long hair cut of mmchines", Ho mtches or tobacco unt.
ground” etc.

Then we were issued with a locker key and two brass tallies and taken to
loeker room, where we stripped off and put on our overalls. From hzre to tha
~oom where we receivod a lamp, helmet, belt and self rez-az . W w o

P
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two shafts - Mo 1 downeast which takes air into the pit and No 2 upcast which is
a1l enclosed at the top and has a level off at 50 fect into the fan room. Air is
drawn up after going round the werkings.

We went into the building at the claft top and sew the Merrye-go round" which
takes loaded mine cars, tips the ccal unb wrd lines then ap ready 4o go down again.
We handed in one brass tally, this is go tist an acceirebe check my be kept at all
times of people underground.

Then it wag our turn to go down. The Lonksman opencd the eaze and we filed in.
The eage has two decks, not high enovgi to ¢band uprighd,, no ceats to git on ard
rails on the floor. By lonking thvonusa Lhe -vaeks in the floor wve emld eseu Tiphis
1,900 fect below. We were stmt in, bells ring and we were off. The ride was very
smooth, mch better than many 13fts that I heve ridden in. Winding speed for men,
we were told later, is 35 fuet per scoond @il soul 7 Teut per scoond.

When we arrived at tle 1,700 feecl iovel e barsoman opered the cage and we
ecould stand up and lock avounle I win caryrised to find how mach @pace there was,
We had a lock at the Depnulie.! Offizcus, IS ntaid ot morphin safes, and the
system of air locks which divert the «ix evouel the waliinm.

Now came our fivel bad neus, tho Saday covdergreand train) was not availsbhle,
so we had to walk about hall 2 mile siong ¢ coadwng. Bonddays ere oabout 14 feet
wide and high with steel ring givdews packe! with wnod. Train lines, single track,
along one side with a wire haulage rope betucen, wnd the relwn rope along the
cther nide of the rcad. Frerything scemed very wida an) roony. Jlong the left
aide was a 12 inch sully teking dreinage weler te the sh«ft bottom for pumping.
The min roadways near the shaft are 1it by overhead fluorescent lights and they
are reasonably elean.

After walking aboub 4 mile we can. to o juncticn ard hers wng a working Paddy
which we boarded. Once again eomfort is oul, you hrive to sit withh your head down .
almost belween your knees. The Paddr is atuached to the haulage vope Vetwaen Lle
rails and is propelled Dy =2 stationn:v motor. 4 herlinim ic fitted on the front
powered by two cap-lamp burteries. Tilse 20 a drive ® who ean commnieate with the
engine man by bell signali. In an er: rzency he can Lot the train by using a
Nteo® shaped pole to short two overhe A wirer, This wiil stop the engine., Should
this fail, if the haulage rope is broiem, 1heTe is a nuemal brakigc system. L4Lin
if all this should fail, the carringe bodics are hela up on lydraulic eylinders,
at the touch of a lever tle pressure i3 relnoged, tha whoels retrret inside the
body and you skid to a halt on the unerside of the carsiame. Very effective they
S0Y e

Aftor about 15 minutes the train stopped to shoutg of "Bverybody cut" and we
were on footonoe more. But now we had a conveyor bringing out ccal alongaide.

I will 4y to explain how the mir~ worlki. You hove the main readway where ve
now were. From this two parallel rowls arc driven ob right angles teo the min
road ond 190 yards apart. These roacs mast he econtinunlly aevteniad to keep aheal
of the cutting machine which rums baclvarys and foreards belwszen the two roeds, Ve
walked up the Mminin gate" ac the roud ls cailed that has the coaveysr bringing out
the coal from the face, uniil we cane ho the end viicre men were drilling and
preparing to blast a new extension., Tuey Ciill 7£t cleep and set a Oft extension
with each shot.

After locking at this ccene of acllieiiy for a wni le sur ymidec said "Right we
will now look at the face". I looke: nrouw’ for a lurtler riadway or some turning
off, but no, the lads were digappear.ii ini, & smil hole belveen the rings. The
con] seam is about 40t thick. I got inbo this hole on hands and kages and found

.-
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myself among a forest of hydraulic props supporting the roof with large girders
above and below, leaving about 3ft to get through. We cravled 190 yards along the
face, watched the cutter chewing the coal off like fine gravel and pushing it onto
the conveyor to go cut.

Tt wes good to get out into the nPail gate" as the second road is called, and
we oculd once more stand up. Here was another scene of activity, drilling and
preparing to blast, Dut no conveyor this time.

Now it was time to start back, down the tail gate to the min roadway. On to
the paddy and back partwsy to the shaft. We were shown the place where all the
conveyors meet in a huge hopper. There are no cars on this level. All ccal is
brought by conveyor to this point. It then goes down a spiral chute to the 2 4300£%
level where it is leoaded on to mine cars for winding out. Once more we had to wa 1l
back to the shaft, where we found the off—roing shift waiting to go up. We tock ~o
our turn, and eventually got back to day. The next port of call, after handing in
the second tally, was the winding engine house. The winding engine is electrie
now, but steam was used until quite recently.

We were shown the ingenious mechanism which allows winding from two levels. Ao
clutch is disenmaged and the lower cage ig raised independantly. Bridging pieces
are inserted across the shaft, and away they go, one up and cne down just as though
it is a 1,900ft shaft.

The old railway sidings in the yard are no longer used, all coal now goes out
by road. We did not see the washing plant, but we were told that the ccal is
washed in a magnetise bithe Some ind of flotation proceas I weould imagine.

After secing all this we made our way haok to the locker room and baths, handed in
our gear, which is inspected ond mde ready for the next user. A nice warm shower
was very welcome to wash off the grime which we had all eollected. It was a short
walk, after we had dressed, to the eanteen where a ccuple of pints were sunk in
very quick time.

Kent coal is very high quality. It is used mainly for smelting steel.

The miners we found to be very friendly and helpful. If you have never visited
a coal mine it is an experience not to be missed.

S

Open Cast Coal Mining at Middleton, ¥r, leeds.

The former site of New Pit, Parkside, is heing open enst worked. The sandston~
overburden has been removed and two seams of coal have been exposed. The conl Sems
is about 2! in thickness and in the Blocking Bed seam. It 1s estimted that there
are 30,000 tons of eoal on this site and this will go to Skelton Grange Pover
Station; previocusly it was considered unceconomic to work. The layer of sandstone
above the coal may be of cormereial value also. The site is worth visiting on a
Sunday afternoon when all is gquite.

WEA & Extra Mural Summer Schools in Industrinl Historye.
Vanchester Summer School at Bangor = Tndustrial Archacology : Fieldwork
23-30 July, 1977. Tutor- W.N.Siatcher Mi MSe PhD
This course deals with the Slate Industry which has dominated the industrinl
scene in Snowdonia for nearly 2 conturies. Now the industry and its aneillaries
are nearly dead & we shall try to record something of the develorment off the
workings etc. Apply toi- Mrs. Palethorpe, Dept of Extra Mural Studies,
the University, Manchester 13.

PRO - H.Houghton, 29 Parkside Road, Meanwood, Leads 1S6 4LY. Tel Leeds 758505
10.
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